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This fast-paced comedic/tragic tale tells the story of two self-proclaimed “coots”, Dave “Bugsy” Morine 
and Ramsay Peard, who set out to paddle the entire Connecticut River in 2003. Because they felt “too 
old” to camp out night after night they decide from the get-go to rely on the kindness of strangers to 
procure cozy beds, a good meal and a cold beer each night. Before they begin the journey, Ramsay 
contacts the Connecticut River Watershed Council to order a guidebook (The Complete Boating Guide to 
the Connecticut River), and is befriended by Whitty Sanford, CRWC’s Associate Director. Whitty is taken 
by their somewhat outlandish proposition and offers to put out a request to the Council’s members, 
who readily take up the call to host the pair.  
 
Ramsay, the business-minded and ultra-organized one, proceeds to manage all the conversations and 
‘reservations’, if you will, with the volunteer hosts, keeping meticulous note cards about each person. 
His plan is to call them 3 days before they arrive in their area, in spite of their commitment to no cell 
phones or watches. 
 
And so begins their adventure downstream, reconnoitering the towns and villages along the way, 
portaging around dams (and sometimes getting rides around long stretches of ‘lake’ in the river), and 
meeting up with their nightly hosts. 
 
Part river adventure, part social history, we are treated to an ethnography of the people who take them 
in: farmers, conservation workers, teachers, students, business owners, writers, activists. We learn not 
only about these individuals, the nature of their work, families and lifestyles, but about the towns in 
which they live, and the history of the towns’ connection—or lack thereof—with the river. We come to 
understand that there are towns who have embraced the river—with parks and ample access 
points—and those who haven’t—their shorelines strewn with garbage and their towns similarly run 
amok. Morine aids our understanding with descriptions of the history of the towns, the industries that 
have come and gone, and why some communities are more hopeful and uplifted than others.  
 
This journey also includes a philanthropic component. Bugsy, having spent his career in the conservation 
field, is tasked with doling out small grants to small, local conservation projects that aren’t being funded 
elsewhere. Many of the people they stay with are active in conservation work, and conversations are 
often about such local projects. 
 
A recurring metaphor in the book is the idea that the longer you share a canoe with a partner, the 
shorter the boat gets. From the start Bugsy and Ramsay seem an unlikely match. They haven’t seen each 
other in 20 years. They come from different careers, different parts of the country. They have very 
different personalities. This notion comes to a climax, after the journey has ended, when tragedy befalls, 
and the reader is left wondering why, in over a month of sharing such intense time together, the two 
never really shared much of themselves. 


