
Thank you to everyone who got dirty for cleaner rivers!

The Source to Sea Cleanup is over for another year. But our

work is not done. Let’s prevent trash from harming our

rivers in the first place and put ourselves out of the river

clean-up business. Just as we have come together to re-

move 1,100 tons of trash from our rivers, we can unite in

solving this problem once and for all.

     You have done your part by helping clean up. Now we    

need you to join us in calling on

government, businesses, and

manufacturers to do their

part in solving this trash

problem. These decision-

makers need to lead the

way on overhauling how

we make and use plastic

—ban single-use plastic,

use better types of plastic,

and keep Styrofoam out of

our rivers by using better dock

floats. Tire producers must take

greater responsibility for the 

recycling and reuse of the tires

they generate. Pushing the 

disposal cost of tires to 

consumers is a recipe for 

illegal dumping. 

     Reworking our waste 

systems and our economy is

a big job. It will take time.

But we must start NOW.

It’s critical, because our

rivers deserve better. 

     Speak up for your rivers

by signing our petition. As

citizens and customers, our

decision-makers need to

hear from YOU. Immediate

and practical solutions exist

to reduce waste. Let’s enact them NOW. Sign the petition at

www.ctriver.org/takeaction, invite those you know to do the

same, and help us reach our goal of 1,000 signatures.

Connecticut River 
Conservancy

Cleanup Chronicle

Special edition

Volume 67 Issue 4

You used to know us as 

Connecticut River Watershed Council
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It’s Time to Stop Trash
Before It Starts

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR NOW!

23rd Annual

Source to Sea Cleanup

September 27 &  

28, 2019

Cleanup Chronicle
22nd Annual Source to Sea Cleanup

September 28 & 29, 2018

“We need to take care

of our community and

environment. It starts

with each one of us.”

—Niko Panteleakis,

MGM Springfield
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Our Rivers Are Tired of Tires

A wetland near the West and Connecticut Rivers

in Brattleboro has 135 fewer tires thanks to a re-

port from a concerned resident and the partner-

ship of many local businesses. “I am so happy,”

said Teri Carter, who reported the tires, “and so

impressed how certain organizations have gotten

together and organized volunteers and a strategy

for removing as many tires as possible.” Thanks

to Integrated Solar, Brattleboro Tire, WTSA radio,

The Marina Restaurant, Brattleboro Fire Depart-

ment, Brattleboro Conservation Commission and

Planning Departments for help removing the

tires, to Windham Solid Waste Management 

District and Triple T for hauling the garbage

away, and Tires4Ward for recycling the tires.

Partners Dive In to Tackle 

Trash Tank

After four years, a 3,000-gallon fuel tank has finally been removed from the 

Connecticut River in Weathersfield, VT. Underwater divers helped remove the tank’s

contents and fill it with air, float it to land, where it was pulled ashore and hauled

away. CRC thanks Commercial Divers Plus, Inc., Silvio O. Conte Fish & Wildlife

Refuge, the Town of Weathersfield, VT, and the State of VT for help with this 

complex removal and to 

VT Petroleum Cleanup 

Fund for funding assistance. 

Participating Groups 

New Hampshire

Antioch University New England

Ashuelot River Local Advisory 

    Council

Bethlehem Elementary

Cheshire County Conservation 

    District

City of Keene

Claremont Conservation 

    Commission

Eversource*

Hypertherm*

Keene State College

Keene Young Professionals 

    Network 

Lyme School

Moosewood Ecological

Mountain Valley Treatment Center

Mystical Mountain Maple Syrup

Windsor High School

Vermont

AP Environmental 

    Science

Bellows Falls His-

    torical Society

Bellows Falls 

    Middle School 

    7th Grade

Black River Action 

    Team

Boy Scout Troop 428

Brattleboro Rotary Club

Brattleboro Tire

Dover School Grade 5 & 6

Integrated Solar

Light Industrial Systems 

    Hypertherm*

Marlboro College

Milone and MacBroom, Inc.*

Mother Up! Brattleboro

Rock River Preservation

Royalton Conservation 

    Commission

Southeastern Vermont Watershed 

    Alliance

Sun Rise Rotary Club

Sustainable Woodstock

The Marina Restaurant

Town of Randolph

Troop 428

Trout Unlimited

Vermont Academy Sustainability 

    Team

Vermont Canoe Touring Center

Vermont Law School 

    Environmental Law Society

Village Auto

White River Partnership

WTSA Radio

Woodstock High School AP 

    Environmental Science Class

*Source to Sea Cleanup Sponsor 
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Participating Groups 

Bay State Village Association

Belchertown Trails

BEST of Lake Wallace

Beyond Green Construction*

Biocitizen

Brookfield Renewable Energy*

Carando/Smithfield

Chicopee 4 Rivers Watershed Council

Coca-Cola North America*

Compass Co-op

Conklin Office*

Covanta Springfield, LLC*

Deer Path Nature Program

Deerfield River Watershed 

    Association

Easthampton Oxbow Cleanup Group

Ecomentors Club

E-link

Eversource*

Exquisite Properties Lawn Care & 

    Maintenance

FirstLight Hydro

Four Rivers Charter Public School

Franklin County Sheriff's Office

Franklin County Solid Waste 

    Management District

Franklin County Technical School

Frontier Regional Students

GHS 8th Grade Academy, Environ-

    mental Club & Student Council

Girl Scout Troop 64792

Great Falls Cleanup Crew

Greater Gill-Montague Super-group

Green River Cleanup

Greenfield Middle School 5th Grade

Greening Greenfield

Holyoke High School

Jewish Community of Amherst

LANE Construction

League of Women Voters, Franklin 

    County

MassImpact-TKE

McMahon Elementary 5th/6th 

    Grade Classes

MGM Springfield

Millers Falls Cleanup Group

Milone and MacBroom, Inc.*

Minnechaug Regional High School

Women's Field Hockey Teams

Mohawk Trail Regional School

Mount Holyoke Rowing

Nonotuck Community School

Northampton Community Rowing 

    Club

Northfield Mount Hermon School

Palmer Conservation Commission

PeoplesBank*

PV Squared*

PVRS Envirothon Team

Resource Revolution

River Roaders

Sherwood Lumber

Smith College

South Hadley Conservation 

    Commission

South Hadley Redevelopment 

    Authority

Springfield College LLC

Springfield Water and Sewer 

    Commission

M
ID

 W
A

T
E

R
S

M
as

sa
ch

u
se

tt
s

A Breath of Air 

Students and teachers from Holyoke High School

joined PeoplesBank at Springdale Park in Holyoke,

MA to pick up trash and plant trees. “Having our

students participate in the Source to Sea Cleanup

complimented the conversation we were having in

class about the Holyoke watershed,” said Erin

Lawler, Holyoke High School teacher. “It also

brought to light the need for more effort in our 

community in both cleaning up our public areas as

well as reducing our own waste.” The trees will help

protect the riverbank, provide habitat to wildlife, and keep the river cooler for fish. The tree planting was 

sponsored by New England Wetland Plants and One Tree Planted.

Cleaner Rivers? That’s a Good Bet. 

Cleanup sponsor USA Hauling & Recycling invited their

customers to join their employee volunteer team in

cleaning up this year. MGM Springfield casino jumped

at the chance to get involved in their community. “As a

trash and recycling company, we see first-hand how a

lack of education about recycling leads to more litter

and more plastic in our water,” notes April Regan, 

Sustainability and Outreach Specialist at USA Hauling &

Recycling. “We are continuously working to increase our

educational outreach about recycling plastic through

events like the Source to Sea Cleanup. Now more than ever we need to work toward less litter.” MGM

joined USA Hauling & Recycling and the Minnechaug High School women’s field hockey teams in clean-

ing up over a half ton of trash from a large stretch of Connecticut River in Chicopee, MA. Great teamwork!

STARBASE Outreach

Stone Farm Lane

Stoneleigh Burnham School

SUEZ*

SWCA Environmental Consultants*

TEC Connections Academy, Virtual 

    School

TEC Stillwaters

The Academy at Charlemont

Three Rivers Revitalization 

    Committee

UMass Men’s Rowing

UMass Water Geographies Class

UMass Women’s Rowing

Unitarian Universalist Society of 

    Amherst

USA Hauling and Recycling*

USFWS Conte Refuge & Lab

Westfield River Watershed 

    Association

Whitewater Boaters

Woodard and Curran*

Yankee Rowing Club

*Source to Sea Cleanup Sponsor 

Photo: Sam Masinter
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Not Done!

Two large structures remain to be cleaned up in the Con-

necticut River in Connecticut. The first, near Wethersfield

Cove, is an oil offloading platform that still has a pipe con-

nected with unknown contents. The other, near Portland,

are collapsed docks with an electric light pole falling into

the river. Not only are they eyesores in our beautiful river,

they’re also navigation hazards and don’t belong in our

river now that their useful life is over. CRC is continuing to

investigate who owns these platforms, what materials

might be inside the pipe, and how to get them cleaned up.

Thank you to Tighe & Bond for their technical help in eval-

uating the removal issues. 

Inspired to Action

A photo of Leah won last year’s People’s Choice photo 

contest. But much more came of Leah’s Source to Sea 

experience than photo contest fame. Her Cleanup work at

Wethersfield Cove prompted her to take action. “There was

so much trash and so little time to clean it up. I thought

about the animals the entire time and how it affects the 

environment. I felt proud but sad at the same time, be-

cause some of it was there because of me.” She gave up

using plastic straws. She also led her Girl Scout Troop in

adopting the issue of trash pollution for their “Mall Mad-

ness” project. She was eager to come back this year and

dove right into sorting the trash that volunteers brought in

at Wethersfield Cove so it could be properly recycled.

Participating Groups 

Alfred Benesch & Company

Boy Scout Troop 880

Brainerd Memorial Library

CDM Smith East Hartford Office*

Clean, Clear and Free Flowing

CME Associates

Connecticut Society of Children of 

    the American Revolution

Cromwell Fire Department

Cromwell Middle School

Cromwell Public Works

Cromwell Recreation

CT DEEP Adopt a Park

CT IB Academy Interact Club

CT River Academy at Goodwin 

    College

CT River Coastal Conservation 

    District

CT River Museum

CT River Watershed Paddlers

CTAWWA & CSCE Young 

    Professionals

Cub Scout Pack 13

Cub Scout Pack 66

Delta Zeta, Sigma Delta Tau & Phi 

    Mu (UH)

Eastern CT State University 

    Environmental Club

Enfield Conservation Commission

Environmental Professionals' 

    Organization of CT

Eversource*

Farmington River Watershed 

    Association

Friends of the Windsor Locks Canal

Gilead Community Services

Girl Scout Troop 10293

Goodwin College

Great Meadows Conservation Trust

GZA Environmental

Haddam Neck Spirit

HRP Associates

Kid's Service Team

Kleinfelder*

Lions Club of Avon

Meriden Motor Boat Club

Middletown Commission on 

    Conservation and Agriculture

Middletown Public Works 

    Department

Milone and MacBroom, Inc.*

NRG*

Park Watershed

Pratt & Whitney*

REI

Ricoh

Rockfall Foundation

Salmon River Watershed 

    Association 

Scantic River Watershed 

    Association

Steward B. McKinney Wildlife 

    Refuge

Suffield High School Honor 

    Society

Team PNT

The Metropolitan District*

Town of Windsor

Trinity College Lions Club

UCONN Soil and Water 

    Conservation Society

University of Hartford

USA Hauling & Recycling/All 

    American Waste*

Wethersfield Cove

Wethersfield High School 

    Environmental Club

Wethersfield High School Young 

    Democrats

Wintonbury Land Trust

*Source to Sea Cleanup Sponsor 
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Trash Tally 2018 Hardworking Source to Sea Cleanup groups haul so much trash from in and around our

rivers and streams that it’s impossible to account for everything. Actual numbers/weights are likely higher than listed here. 

Item                                     Quantity Reported
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Construction materials       66 paint cans, 18 spray paint cans, 3 5-gallon buckets polyurethane & road tar, 5 cans lighter 

                                             fluid, 9 pallets, 2 large barrels, 15 ft. plastic pipe, 30 ft. metal cable, radiator, roofing material, 

                                             brick & concrete debris, 1 section metal from former Randolph Dam, 50+ lbs. plastic sheeting, 

                                             scrap wood, plywood, toilet, sink, toilet seat, flue part, fencing, chicken wire, propane tank, and 

                                             old hand-operated water well pump
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Automotive                          13 motor oil containers, 4 antifreeze containers, interior of car, gas cap, car starter, 2 gas cans, 

                                             3 car batteries, 1 entire car (was not removed), hubcap, car axel, grease gun, headlight, and 

                                             lawn mower engine block
_____________________________________________________________

Styrofoam                            1.26 cubic yards + 1,515 styrofoam cups
_____________________________________________________________

Pharmaceuticals                 81 syringes & many empty pill bottles

& personal care
_____________________________________________________________

Scrap metal                          12,611 lbs.
_____________________________________________________________

Mattresses                           18
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Electronics & appliances     6 TVs, 3 computer monitors, 2 satellite dishes, 1 phone charger, calculator, 4 mobile phones, 

                                             iPod, part of coffee maker, 2 microwaves, 1 air conditioner, antenna, stereo system, cash 

                                             register, 20 ft. Cable TV wire, shop vac, utility light, refrigerator, stove, and dryer hose
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Furniture                              49 pieces of furniture, 4 tents, 5 folding chairs, 4 plastic storage bins, sofa cushions, 2 beach 

                                             chairs, box spring, 3 couch/chair cushions, 2 baby/pet gates, 3 chairs, 2 couches, rotted picnic 

                                             table, and 2 baby strollers
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Toys                                      1 lawn dart, 1 horse shoe, 4 balloons, 42 sports balls, toy truck, duplo block, pool noodle, 

                                             2 pacifiers, several bicycle frames, 25 golf balls, and bowling ball in case

2,853 Volunteers

Source to Sea Cleanup 2018 

22,101
Beverage 

Containers

73%
Groups Recycled

187
Cleanup Groups

1,150
Tires

174
Miles Cleaned

46 Tons of Trash

5

600 from 

Greenfield 

Tire Dump

Tire manufacturers claim that dumped 

tires are old and it’s a historic problem. 

You proved them wrong! Of 298 dateable

tires you found this year, 40% were made

since 2000. CRC will use this critical data

to help put an end to illegal dumping. 
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L E A D  S P O N S O R S

Eversource transmits and delivers

electricity, natural gas and water to

1.7 million customers throughout Massachusetts. This in-

cludes approximately 1.4 million electric customers in 140

communities, 300,000 gas customers in 51 communities, and

19,500 water customers in five communities. Recognized as

the top U.S. utility for its energy efficiency programs by the

sustainability advocacy organization Ceres, Eversource har-

nesses the commitment of about 8,000 employees across

three states to build a single, united company around the mis-

sion of safely delivering reliable energy and water with superior

customer service. For more information, please visit our web-

site www.eversource.com.

WAT E R S H E D  S P O N S O R S

At NRG, we create value by generating electricity

and serving nearly 3 million residential and com-

mercial customers through our portfolio of retail

electricity brands. NRG delivers customer-focused solutions

for managing electricity, while enhancing energy choice and

working towards a sustainable energy future.  

Pratt & Whitney, a United Technolo-

gies Corporation company, is a

world leader in the design, manufacture and service of aircraft

engines and auxiliary power units. It’s about innovating and

engineering a new and exciting future for aviation—one in

which the full potential of human progress can be unleashed.

All American Waste and USA Haul-

ing & Recycling are locally owned

and operated companies specializ-

ing in dumpster rentals for use in

commercial or residential projects,

garbage collection and demolition

services in Connecticut and the

Springfield, MA area.  As green companies, we recognize and

embrace our role in the community.

M A I N   S T E M  S P O N S O R S

R I V E R  S P O N S O R S

S T R E A M  S P O N S O R S

Aquarion Water Company 

     of CT

Beyond Green Construction

Casella

Chicopee Savings Bank 

     Charitable Foundation

Covanta 

Enterprise Holdings 

     Foundation

Excel Dryer, Inc.

Fuss & O’Neill

Greenfield Savings Bank

I N - K I N D  S U P P O R T E R S

Allwaste

American Rivers 

Beck Pond, LLC

Brattleboro Conservation 

     Comm. 

Brattleboro Fire Department 

Brattleboro Planning Dept.

Brattleboro Tire

Brattleboro, VT DPW

Bridgestone Americas, Inc. 

     Tires4ward

Brookfield Renewable

Brown and Roberts Hardware

City of Holyoke, MA DPW

City of Greenfield, MA DPW

City of Lebanon, NH DPW

City of Northampton, MA DPW

Commercial Divers Plus, Inc.

Great River Hydro

Hartford Steam Boiler Inspec-

     tion and Insurance Co.

Kleinfelder

Milone & MacBroom, Inc.

Orvis

PeoplesBank

Suez

SWCA, Inc.

Wells Fargo Foundation in 

     cooperation with Wells 

     Fargo Advisors

Woodard & Curran

Covanta

Franklin County Solid Waste 

     Management District 

Franklin County Sherriff’s 

     Office

Great River Outfitters

Greenfield, MA Fire 

     Department

Guy Crosby

Home Depot 

Integrated Solar 

King Arthur Flour

LANE Construction

The Marina Restaurant

Marsh Billings National 

     Park 

Nartowicz Tree Services

New England Wetland Plants

Sign

up

now
to be a 2019 Source to

Sea Cleanup sponsor.

Contact Corey Kurtz at

ckurtz@ctriver.org or

413-772-2020 ext.202.



Congratulations to the winners of the 2018

Source to Sea Cleanup Photo Contest! The Judge’s

Choice winner (below) was taken at North Springfield

Lake in Springfield, VT and submitted by Kelly Stettner

of the Black River Action Team. The People’s Choice

winner (above) was taken at Nott Island near Lyme, CT

and submitted by Linda Wallace of the CT Society 

Children of the American Revolution.

     Thank you to our judges Matthew, of Matthew 

Cavanaugh Photography, and Kate, of Kate Hunter 

Photography. To see all winners and submitted photos,

visit www.ctriver.org/cleanup and click on the photo 

contest link. 
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Support your rivers all year long! 

Together, we all own our rivers. And together we will 

protect them. Please join us in this work by becoming a

CRC member today. Donate online at www.ctriver.org/

donate or contact Corey Kurtz, Development Director, at

ckurtz@ctriver.org or 413-772-2020 ext. 202.

Town of Windsor, VT

Triple T Trucking

USFWS–Silvio O. Conte 

     Refuge

USFWS–Stewart B. McKinney 

     Refuge

USGS Silvio O. Conte Anadro-

     mous Fish Research Center

Vermont Dept. of Environmen-

     tal Conservation (DEC)

Vermont Petroleum Cleanup 

     Fund

Windham Solid Waste 

     Management District

WRSI radio

WTSA radio

Unusual Items Found

Snow Blower, 

Royalton & Sharon, VT

Circular Saw, 

Claremont, NH

Blow Torch, 

Montague, MA

Chain Saw, 

Holyoke,  MA

Cash register, 

Middletown, CT

Tell us about your 

most unusual item!

In-Kind Supporters, continued

Northwoods Stewardship 

     Center

Ocean Conservancy 

One Tree Planted

Oxbow Water Ski Team

The People’s Pint

REI

Ropes Park Equipment at 

     Outdoor Ventures

Sam’s Outdoor Outfitters

Sportsman’s Marina

Stop & Shop

Sustainable Woodstock

Town of Hartland, VT

Town of Weathersfield, VT

Town of Whately, MA

Town of Windsor, VT
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Over the long haul we need to redesign our economy so there

isn’t waste in the first place. It’s a big job that won’t happen all

at once. Here’s what CRC will be working on to start making

progress for our rivers in each state.

New Hampshire: 

•  Reintroduce legislation allowing towns to adopt bylaws to

regulate the distribution of plastic bags. Coordinate with other

groups in the state working on plastic pollution.

•  Introduce legislation requiring tire manufacturers to respon-

sibly take back and reuse tires they make.

•  Initiate rulemaking-by-petition for jurisdictional docks and

floats to ban the use of unenclosed Styrofoam. 

Vermont: 

•  Reintroduce legislation to ban single-use plastic bags

statewide.

•  Reintroduce legislation requiring tire manufacturers to 

responsibly take back and reuse tires they make.

•  Initiate rulemaking-by-petition for jurisdictional docks and

floats to ban the use of unenclosed Styrofoam. 

Massachusetts: 

•  Support existing statewide efforts to ban single-use plastic

bags and polystyrene (styrofoam).

•  Work with chain supermarket or retailers to voluntarily elimi-

nate plastic use at all stores (bags, café cups, packaging, etc.)

•  Provide renters with equal access to municipal

trash disposal facilities as home owners.

Connecticut River Conservancy is the

voice for the Connecticut River water-

shed, from source to sea. We collaborate

with partners across four states to protect

and advocate for your rivers and educate and 

engage communities. We bring people together to prevent

pollution, improve habitat, and promote enjoyment of your

river and its tributary streams. Healthy rivers support

healthy economies.

CRC is a membership organization and relies on your 

support to protect our rivers. Visit www.ctriver.org to 

become a member and sign up for our email news. 

15 Bank Row (Headquarters) · Greenfield, MA 01301

413-772-2020

NH/VT (upper) 802-457-6114

NH/VT (lower) 802-258-0413

Connecticut 860-704-0057

Getting to Waste Free 

•  Introduce legislation requiring tire manufacturers to respon-

sibly take back and reuse tires they make.

•  Initiate rulemaking-by-petition for jurisdictional docks and

floats to ban the use of unenclosed Styrofoam. 

Connecticut: 

•  Expand and stabilize the bottle bill by increasing handling

fees for redemption centers, including juice & tea, and intro-

ducing deposits on nips.

•  Support existing statewide efforts to ban single-use plastic

bags.

•  Work with chain supermarket or retailers to voluntarily elimi-

nate plastic use at all stores (bags, café cups, packaging, etc.)

•  Reintroduce legislation requiring tire manufacturers to 

responsibly take back and reuse tires they make.

•  Initiate rulemaking-by-petition for jurisdictional docks and

floats to ban the use of unenclosed Styrofoam.

Join the solution. Contact us to get involved.

What is the Source 

to Sea Cleanup?  

New England’s largest river

cleanup happens every fall

along the Connecticut River

and its tributaries across all

four river states (NH, VT, MA,

CT). Volunteer group leaders

coordinate local cleanup events where participants

of all ages and abilities spend a few hours picking

up trash and debris. We all have a responsibility to

solve this trash problem—individuals, manufactur-

ers, businesses, and government. 

Be part of the solution for cleaner rivers. 

Visit www.ctriver.org/cleanup. 
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