
 

  

 

  

Hydro Update: FERC Publishes the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statements for Five 

Hydropower Facilities 

 
   

 

Comment Period for Draft Environmental Impact 
Statements Are Open! 

On May 30th, 2025 the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
released two separate Draft Environmental Impact Statements (DEIS) 



for the five hydropower facilities on the Connecticut River that are 
currently undergoing relicensing. 
  
Environmental Impact Statements are required under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). NEPA was signed into law on January 
1, 1970 and requires federal agencies to assess and evaluate the 
environmental and related social and economic effects of their 
proposed actions prior to making decisions. 
  
The DEIS contains FERC’s analysis of Great River Hydro and FirstLight's 
proposals and the alternatives for relicensing the Wilder (P-1892), 
Bellows Falls (P-1855), Vernon (P-1904), Northfield Mountain Pumped 
Storage (P-2485), and Turners Falls (P-1889) projects. The DEIS 
documents the views of governmental agencies, non-governmental 
organizations, affected Native-American tribes, the public, the license 
applicant(s), and Commission staff. The Environmental Impact 
Statement is the last major step in the relicensing process.   
  
This DEIS reviews the effects of continued project operation and 
recommends conditions for any licenses that may be issued for the 
projects. In addition to the applicant’s proposal, the draft EIS considers 
three alternatives for each project: (1) no action, meaning the project 
would continue to be operated as it currently is with no changes; (2) the 
applicant’s proposal with staff modifications (staff alternative); and (3) 
the staff alternative with all mandatory conditions.  
  
In the DEIS, Commission staff recommend relicensing the projects 
under the Staff Alternative, which includes most of the applicants’ 
proposed measures, as well as certain mandatory conditions and 
recommendations made by state and federal agencies and some staff-
recommended modifications to further minimize project-related effects 
on shoreline erosion, aquatic and terrestrial resources, threatened and 
endangered species, recreation, and cultural resources.  

Learn More About the FERC Relicensing Process  

  
   

 

 

  

http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2fwWvDmmg9w7JFvRXLqD9QL-2BpsfsP4e7Hq2wfIWrjavHPQ3x3_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6kC6KZJyZn0MXbqN8OPo78K347eRVCK66YGVzQeOyPXlt8b2vaqSqfP8s87qcB4dTO1vD15eSMPySx55ue8nKeXizhTip0PfS6bRY-2Bc7d0ne1bd1zRdIbyR4p-2FKJqnAtIXW95H3q-2BI4sy-2BMBYzfr3pQ-3D-3D


Draft EIS for Great River Hydro Projects 

 

FERC released a DEIS which examines the environmental impact of 
Wilder, Bellows Falls and Vernon facilities in VT and NH. In this DEIS, 
FERC staff identify the primary issues to be:  

1. Shoreline erosion along the Connecticut River 

2. Water quantity, including how the volume of peaking flows and 
magnitude of water surface fluctuations in the Connecticut River 
affect aquatic habitat and recreation access 

3. Fish passage 

4. Protection of threatened and endangered species 

5. Protection of cultural resources 

  
In addition to or in lieu of sending written comments, you can attend an 
in-person public comment session that will be held to receive 
comments on the draft EIS.  The primary goal of these comment 
sessions is to have you identify the specific environmental issues and 
concerns with the DEIS. Although there will not be a formal 
presentation, Commission staff will be available throughout the 

http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f34297ZmKQFH0M8VL2TxOawb4zumeFtM-2BThZ7qCCKZByIJnBwhuH-2FqwTNuAJ5l3KBrGnW3ZR2DGE5deAxOeyrgVjEZ1tppR8IEFiLIRsXX-2Foqb1d9jln7bNSACKzqMg3evONyNIKd589peS8-2BClDDVI-3DUgJT_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6GyY-2B5ltfBy9qfl3Av-2FwDRbW0dKoguwSkXNQOOnPGTwo76xX67kfo7ho1M1oR40rdOBcUX5ApdrM0AhuPdE86QaEEIDDTuBxHuu-2FuaZ3tl0Rhpbyt0QRsHBPqKo6RCaj3-2FIiNcC4BvfAq4Bo-2BRHF71w-3D-3D


comment session to answer your questions about the environmental 
review process.    
  

In-Person Public Comment Sessions 
July 17, 2025 

Session A: 1pm - 3pm 
Session B: 6pm - 8pm 

  
Bellows Falls Opera House 

7 Village Square 
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 

Read the Great River Hydro DEIS  
 

  
   

 

 

  

Draft EIS for FirstLight Projects 

 

http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f34297ZmKQFH0M8VL2TxOawIsO4aHpn0L94-2Bl6LdOkonGac-2BngmcgkkB8Mtzs048ymkmJt9Vo-2BaUX6q1071nN-2FGyOYNjos40aZkCRNTTfPYoLLrGCqkyh-2FEMnPsW03aAZ-2Bvb4JluzsD6uX6DutvlXFA-3DNwWg_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6tQOXTtDJU8Y-2BjFWeMeFYLY8dIy-2B5M3kHkxnHDgozDSgw426dmR5pIUyuqUDq-2Bx2LQcv1vwV-2FCijsiCzpb2-2BICrd3bMGwQ-2BNeD94cHOHY3xwqi9cJv-2Fw0ITqW7FQEDbC2CPh6Ni-2FHQWc6u9fjXLaJ2A-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f9YXoASVni-2BFa5J5Hm0ILz6mQUAFsMsRj2SixbnrgENg84DwrlwAn1BrbBvjoHHOBWfhf7oRrHG5YlgJI5Tm4fOfHO8ClkaCvB7cGx2tt3Dq811i_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6fCfolWZx7CD-2Br6b2Q5OT4tWIhFt-2B1dcegBIE-2FcRxM2zMp5VSDdDuR-2BpPE493HtclV5ebCZHKls87rEHevyRvRvI5RAXf-2F2nsDnEX7BFppIdNuOIOXhbuDARZaGKV82538jrOr8jxIeh8zLMJkrQpmQ-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f9YXoASVni-2BFa5J5Hm0ILz6mQUAFsMsRj2SixbnrgENg84DwrlwAn1BrbBvjoHHOBWfhf7oRrHG5YlgJI5Tm4fOfHO8ClkaCvB7cGx2tt3Dq811i_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6fCfolWZx7CD-2Br6b2Q5OT4tWIhFt-2B1dcegBIE-2FcRxM2zMp5VSDdDuR-2BpPE493HtclV5ebCZHKls87rEHevyRvRvI5RAXf-2F2nsDnEX7BFppIdNuOIOXhbuDARZaGKV82538jrOr8jxIeh8zLMJkrQpmQ-3D-3D


FERC released a draft EIS which examines the environmental impact of 
Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage and Turners Falls facilities in MA, 
NH and VT. In this draft EIS, FERC staff identify the primary issues to be:  

1. Shoreline erosion along the Connecticut River 

2. Water quantity, including how the volume of peaking flows and 
magnitude of water surface fluctuations in the Connecticut River 
affect aquatic habitat and recreation access 

3. Fish passage 

4. Protection of threatened and endangered species 

5. Protection of cultural resources 

  
In addition to or in lieu of sending written comments, you can attend an 
in-person public comment session that will be held to receive 
comments on the draft EIS.  The primary goal of these comment 
sessions is to have you identify the specific environmental issues and 
concerns with the draft EIS. Although there will not be a formal 
presentation, Commission staff will be available throughout the 
comment session to answer your questions about the environmental 
review process.   
  

In-Person Public Comment Sessions 
July 16, 2025 

Session A: 9am - 11am 
Session B: 6pm - 8pm 

  
Greenfield Community College 

One College Drive 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

Read the FirstLight DEIS  

  
   

Submitting Online Comments 

http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f34297ZmKQFH0M8VL2TxOawb4zumeFtM-2BThZ7qCCKZByIJnBwhuH-2FqwTNuAJ5l3KBrGnW3ZR2DGE5deAxOeyrgVjEZ1tppR8IEFiLIRsXX-2FokZoWX3WglBU1px2pGMSQOAT8ZSY4XynzIADDwt-2Fd-2B9dwMqEihhY3iXX0MqxkT7ja5qib_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6tzMBcVRM45EAYb5yBM8-2BbAtN75SHXS-2BJpV-2FGPrnvgGN75gHTDhtX76EqORd2xKzhSgFRErgRk6wLLRk9l0-2Bil0NeFeJedLRja8cxa4oi9yKb3QCMeX6-2B5LPFcQMQxgvfIyUD-2BSWSsnaRRA2dnxVdhQ-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f34297ZmKQFH0M8VL2TxOawIsO4aHpn0L94-2Bl6LdOkonGac-2BngmcgkkB8Mtzs048ymkmJt9Vo-2BaUX6q1071nN-2FHBn-2BqTglt-2BbqRxWrEQknkaKaQrXRxnKZvob5lHKjY45SFLfEQtOShnTyAj2lipMk8-3DMQ2B_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F628FwjCPj1foZ6NYtqOyxPkvWNBPUDPmXkEuaHhyXeLe9MdWhGs3w2bv-2FzSPXNKlQj3QA-2Bre65ndgIe3lh8jYyuEtsO2LbNHncCjKiQ3FZC5uf3cn-2FoqmK33FRRaRiW3JCxg-2BTCQjCnG2-2BLrmodwSCw-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f9YXoASVni-2BFa5J5Hm0ILz6mQUAFsMsRj2SixbnrgENg84DwrlwAn1BrbBvjoHHOBWfhf7oRrHG5YlgJI5Tm4fNI63F1POgX5WBz2ut-2FwjfG8-1D_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6Res5i3Uh0d1jQ5P63Uw1zRSsEO5bEsRZ3JdWcs94RaSS3g88ImbmivlKYPbafn3Z3KKCIEKD1w9IFodNG2njg254FV-2BiD3rfcl4v7V35FQTpylsXieVD6XlNktDirAlE3LAjG3s0uHI1QcoZXj8sWw-3D-3D


 

The Commission strongly encourages electronic filing. Please file 
comments using the Commission’s eComment or eFiling system. 
  
eComment Option: Limited to individuals filing up to 10,000 characters 
of text-only comments on their own behalf. 
  
eFiling Option: You must have or create an account and use this 
system if you are filing: 

• On behalf of a company, agency, organization, association, or 
other non-individual 

• Comments exceeding 10,000 characters 

• Non-text material (exhibits, photos) or file attachments 

  
All comments must be filed on or before 5:00pm EST on July 

29, 2025. 

How to File a Comment  

  
   

http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2fwOfmx7np70WD05EpEoZr96f4LoG7yf-2BWMIM9mraAijovxkkOvKwld-2FcjHU3mjxmCQ-3D-3D7jKS_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6o1arVUYGhEqByDCW-2F8QTvIUaxBRn54EqRFBIOgJhY6wiWi2iGAcA89JsfgIZzMW-2FtJd1atHEnXhLkdUNQ9Hq9jlnTcPBwg5hKAzsgBu0qQ-2FO24CwzDyGqmc7CDzPGMGs0KptTR6ocC8oKbjQX2QlCQ-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2fwOfmx7np70WD05EpEoZr97x5JvJ7ebYU14FZjEZ4WgAVHBbl536jCoMkfkamwM8Jw-3D-3D1tHO_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F63uXZEiv941KMJUXMZvHDAusfKPAPY7cZLqafQVzPCPXsThhsghTUohacjcy-2B9z1lvFwDxaOK7LDixb4deib3FQRupzv-2BxfdyCri6w5j2298cZa-2ByP3mNObiRTjP44E6KZyksZFqkA19NoUXrhg-2BXyA-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f8l6S6OIHkF-2BSLAsL6AqBJ8iy-2F58-2FM9jDjWvZ0AG7XFm6IDx_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6P9dvXpYv151bQvko9XSkwz9Zc2OT5MMyRudIKkuHxT3-2F1eE067ct7FKEdOShtLR2CAzOw0lzemvJn9ulazcx3jQQuiJTrJgVr9M2g468ngSfciXCpLwxuANlTyPhHm7tLYJAl32zgx77cyjNVbi2ug-3D-3D


Up Next 

  

 

  

Kathy, Nina, and Marilla are hard at work reading all 1,000 pages of 
the draft EIS (thanks to plenty of caffeine). Our goal is to disseminate 
and consolidate information from these long and dense documents 
into a digestible format so YOU can participate in the public 
comment process as well.  
  

Keep an eye out early next month for a short video and 
summary outlining CRC's top concerns from the draft EISs.  

~~~~~ 
We want to thank you for your continued support, interest, and 
engagement in this lengthy process. Our collective voices help to protect 
the river and provide clean water, healthy habitats, and resilient 
communities in the Connecticut River Watershed. 

CRC Hydropower Relicensing  

  
   

 

 

http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2fwWvDmmg9w7JFvRXLqD9QL-2BpsfsP4e7Hq2wfIWrjavHPsG7z_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6mny5IuM7Cps-2BAcR6wenumXk5-2BvBMwjjwuglapfl8T0PpDUEoGf2VtH4UAvTzP-2BLwMBz10eAQzm8z85GT6YhNWI6q-2FylYUMi4MOyQtRWW-2Fi2qCAyXyhY6D2oR0-2BVhw13NGA-2BtfNZB6lTdMsfBUQs3jQ-3D-3D


  

 

Kathy Urffer 
(she/her) 
VT River Steward 

kurffer@ctriver.org 
802-258-0413 

 

 

  

Nina Gordon-
Kirsch 
(she/her) 
MA River Steward 
ngordonkirsch@ctriver.org 
413-834-9777 

 

 

  

Marilla Harris-
Vincent 
(she/her) 
NH River Steward 
mharrisvincent@ctriver.org 
603-503-0419 

 

 

  

  
  

Connecticut River Conservancy 
15 Bank Row  |  Greenfield, MA 01301 

  
The Connecticut River Conservancy (CRC) restores and advocates for clean water, healthy habitats, and 

resilient communities to support a diverse and thriving watershed. CRC has been a steward of the 
Connecticut River and tributary streams since 1952. Through collaborative partnerships in New 

Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, CRC leads and supports science-based efforts 
for natural and life-filled rivers from source to sea. Learn more at ctriver.org. 

  
 

 

  

      

 

DONATE 

 

 

  

Subscription Preferences  
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http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2fwWvDmmg9w7JFvRXLqD9QL9TfE2oxBPdaf2Ac81KIMBM7fEF_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0p9gbowFekMnCnaGQmuAU-2F6a9fvdNcgVYRqqXCbt7pSszVQHBOJkhGElKGj82caIAo7rhR5rZoJwBFkXXKa3xBSnojlcqzAdrN5cWH8Y1udTv3FZlDdsJbylLSj-2F9lY21HfE-2BNJ9HOZFMJn20lH3yIqtx4CQOjbmuOjIHNSDVr5oA-3D-3D

